ADDRESS BY J e STRCM THURMOND, GOVERNOR OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, AT TESTIMONIAL MEETING FOR NEW NEGRO
CO:MHUNITY HOSPITAL, SUMI'ER, S .. C., APRIL 7, 19490

I welcomed the invitation to address this meeting for two reasons~
first, because as Governor of South Carolina I am proud of the contribution you
have made to the health and welfare of this community by erecting this splendid
new $100,000 hospital; and second~ because I want to speak to you as citizens of
South Carolina about many problems that concern us allo
You have every right to be proud of your achievement in raising the
necessary funds and carrying through to completion this splendid projecto
community and your State are proud of you for ito

Your

One of the most important needs

of our State is that of improving the healt~h standards of our Negro citizens
and you have done something about it~

I co~OTatulate and conE1end you, as well

as all the other citizens~ white and colored, who contributed to the erection of
this hospital.
Hospitals are particularly important factors in the health situation
in the South.

The size of our colored population, and the need for training ad-

ditional Negro physicians, nurses, and medical attendants, make the opening of
a new hospital an important, event.

A survey made in 1944 showed a total of 124

Negro hospitals in the United Stateso

Of this number, 98 hospitals were located

in the s·outhern states, 7 of thei11 in South Carolinao

A new hospital, therefore,

is a major development.
We in South Carolina have had a long and hard struggle toward a
better existence for our peopleo
in the South.

Economic underprivilege has known no color line

It has fallen heavily on both races alike&

We have made progress

in the face of handicaps which would long since have crushed a less hardy and
determined people.

Working together in the best interests of our State, we

shall continue that progress.

The people of South Carolina must and shall have

economic opportunities commensurate with those afforded in other sections of the
nation, and this goal can only be achieved as the sum total of the efforts of
all our people&
-1-

Our

generation has the responsibility of this task to bear, and

we can discharge it only by maintaining,. against all the forces which seek to
divide us, the harmonious relationships which for so many ye~. "S have e):isted
between the two races in our State.

This is essential to the maximum contri-

bution of both toward a better and more abundant life for all of our people.
Most of you are aware of the striking progress which has been
made by the Negroes of our State under the traditional relationship of our
peoples. But the great tragedy of our common situation today is that agitators
f~om outside our borders have violently distorted the facts to serve their
selfish ends.

They have played a dishonest game with the trutho

They are

stirring up the fears of colored men and white men alike, and trying to put them
one against the other.
Race fear is a terrible thing.

It gives rise to race prejudice and

race hatred, and these bring violence and death.

History is replete with illus-

trations of its destructive effect.
Those who seek to exploit race prejudice for their own ends do not
really serve the colored race.

They enlarge and magnify every differnece between

us, heedless of the ftmdamental good will that prevails.
to make progress.

They belittle our efforts

They seek to use a whole race as a pa,m in the game they are

playing.

A few weeks ago I received a letter from a colored man who had been

so used.

He wrote me that his false backers had quickly dropped him after they

had cost him his job, and had refused to pay him a large sum of maney which they
had promised.

I quote from his letter:

"I have learned a bitter lesson from

these professional agitators, and all Negroes should beware of their enticing offers.

Only through persistent training in tolerance can attitudes be changed," he

concludes, "and the change cannot take place with the forcing of a law upon a group."
Progress in the South is set back every time there is radical agitat i on of racial problems by persons outside the South,
them.

who do not really understand

A clear illustration may be f Qund in the effort of the Southern states to

rescue the Negro Medical College at :heharry, Tennessee, from financial difficulties and keep it open.

The plan was for all tie Southern states to contribute to

this school, in an effort to provide better and immediate medical care for our
- 2 -

if,.

-·i.
C:)l:)red people.

This eff::>rt was f::>ught on the heartless ground that it would

be an indirect endorsement of separatiJn of the raceso
There are also those who have sought to use racial agitatiJn to
create ill feeling and econ:)mic upheaval in our secti:)n of the country as the
means of spreading the pernicious dJctrines :)f C:)mmunismo

The agents of the

Kremlin have thrived in other countries by arousing race fear and prejudice,
and it is natural that they should employ the same technique in this countryo
But they have failed in the Southo

Our colored people have evidenced beyond

question their abiding belief and faith in the American way of life, and almost to a man have repudiated the false and foreign Communist ideologyo
Very few of our people are following the false prophets who preach
discord and strifeo

We are working and living side by side in peace, understand-

ing and mutual respecto

We are struggling together for a better Southland, with

greater opportunity for allo

Just as economic underprivilege has known no color

line, so economic, health, welfare and educational advancement will benefit both
races alike, and all will have their full share in the fruits of our joint accomplishments o
Both races must turn away from the radical and the demagogue , of
whatever race they may be, and seek counsel fr om men of good will , sound judgment,
and sincerity of purposeo

Such men know the best interests of our peopleo

know that tolerance cannot be legislatedo

They

They knJw that mutual goJd will is a

most important factor in the solution of the South I s economic problems o

They know

that, when such problems have been solved, the ultimate solution of our racial
problems will follow in short ordero

They know that both solutions will be re-

tarded, not hastened, by forced and hasty disruption of the traditional framework of racial separation under which so much progress in race relations has been
achieved so quickly and the true interests of both races have bee n served besto
They know that history takes longer to live than to read, and that gradual

.

adjustments, even if slower, are more enduring than the disr uptive results of
ill-considered legislative hot-housingo
Most of you know that I have been in the f oref ront of the opposition
to the so-called Civil Rights Programo

I have favored the repeal of the poll tax

in thrs State as a voting requirement in three annual messages to the General
Assembly of this State, and a constitutiJnal amendment has finally been prJpJsed
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to our vote1·s at. the rrext- g erre-r a-1 election- -tu bring such repeal abr u.t-o You
all know that I do not and--v.rill not s t vr:/ for mob violence ur mtrrtler..

But-

I have. resisted 'With all my- s Lreng l:.h -the dw1gerous -pre0ed~:mts -which- -wou:!.d be

creat-ed if the Federal gover rnnerrt- were to invade the field of g t'v r:,11:mrerrt of the
States under the Constitution .? and thi: :-·1.:'b y break dmm local self-government a:nd:
the right of ~he people of .Ameriua ~o home rul e in purely domes tic and local
matters ..
The great men who es tablished our form of government under the
Constitution of the United State~ knew that centralization of all power in the
national government would be a threat to the liberty of the people e They t 2lieved that t he State government s are buJwarks of individual liberty., and that the
right of l oc·._ :·_ self-government in the States would be the surest safeguard against
persecution and oppression of the people~

They wrote the principle of States F

Rights i nto t hat por~i on of the Cons titution which we call the Bill of Rights
of the American

l

v;)ple o

The principle i s of equal importance to every Am.erican 9

whatever his race, color , cr eedj or national origin ..

So long as the rights of

our States are preserved, no dictator can lift himself to power over our people
and destroy our fr eedome
Hitler became a dictator by destroying the rights of the German
statese

Once he had br oken down those rights, t he Germ.an people had no way to

stop

from crushing them under hi s heel e The same t hing can happen in

~ _:.Xl

America, if we permit all governmental power to be concentrated in Washington.,
The f irst t hing Hitler did after he had broken t he power of the
Gc.~-.!.d.ll s t ates was to begin his persecution of the Jews ..

But Hi tler vs methods

would l-i_:.:.ve been the same had the minority been of another color o
We cannot afford to permit the Congre ss to pas s even a single law
breaking down the rights of s tates .

That is why I oppose the so-called Civil

Rights Program.
Thomas Jef fer son, the author of the Declaration of I ndependence.,
and practical ly every other gr eat Democrat since his t i me , ·war ned against the
violation of this pr inciple of goverrunent c
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Nevertheless, those who want all power centralized in Washington
have used the Civil Rights agitation as a stalking horse in an attempt to accomplish their aimso

Propaganda designed to convince the country that Southern-

ers were remiss in the discharge of their duty to our colored citizens was heard
throughout the land.

Eve:ry effort was made to hide the fact that the Negroes

in the South have made more progress as a race in the last 80 years than any

other group in the history of the worldo
The remarkable fact is that this progress has been made in a period
of dire impoverishment following the War Between the States., We are even •1ow
just beginning to recover from the effects of that unhappy conflicto

Disorirn-

inatory freight rates kept down our industrial growth and protective tariffs
penalized those who sought an existence from agriculture.

Our State has been

able to do little for our people because we have had little means.

In al~ this

period, the people of the South, white and colored alihe, suffered together 9
and together struggled on.
our own Salvation togetner.

We should never forget that we were left to work out
Today we stand at last on the threshold of unlimited

industrial development.
One of America's Great Negro leaders, a New Jersey newspaper editor
who has assisted in the erection of Sumter's Community Hospital, Davis Lee,
comploted a survey of the South last year.

He gave his findings in an editorial

which has been reprinted, I am informed, in over 700 other newspapers.

He said

found that the economic opportunity of the Negro was bet ter in the South than
in any oi:..t2er regiono

He bacame convinced that no section of the country has mt d ,~
1

more proeress in finding a working solution to the racial problem than has the
South.
In that editorial he said~

"Our fight for recognition, justice,

civil rights and equality, should be carried on within the raceo

Let us dem-

onstrate to the world by our living standards, our conduct, our ability ~nd intelligence that we are the equal of any man and when we shall have done t,;:·.is, the
entire world, including the South, will accept us on our terms"

Ut.rr

p:"'3sent

program of threats and agitation makes enemies out of our friendsen
The facts bear out his judgment, and justify his courage.
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Oppor-

_.,.
tunities for the Negro in the South are greater today than ever beforeo

His

advantages are increasing rapidly in education, in health, in agricultural and
business opportunity.

His scale of living is climbling steadilyo

An illustration of the manner in which the Negro is taking advantage of his opportunities in the South is that of the insurance business.

The

National Negro Insurance Association in 1946 listed 45 member companies, of which
27 were in the Southo

More than half of the members of Negro Underwriters Asso-

ciations were located in the Southo

One Negro insurance man in our ueighboring

State of North Carolina has built up a business worth more than $60,000,000o
This man, Charles C. Spaulding, began as a $10-a-month dishwashero

In A·ulanta

there is a Negro insurance company worth ~~22,000 1 000.
Another good example of Negro enterprise is that oi' the banking
business.

There are 12 Negro-mmed banks in the United States, and 11 of them

are in the South - one in Columbia, South Carolinao
o,;,ex- the $1,000,000 mark .

Several have assets well

I n J.945, a report showed that 11 Negro bn:1 1,.s purchased

$13,000,000 in government bonds.
Opportunities in abundance have developed in other busines s lines,
such as undertaking, auto repair, barber shops, beauty parlors, cleaning and
pressing establishments, shoe repair, and the like.

In these lines , htmdreds

of fine examples of Negro success may be found right here in South Carolina •
.1vis Leo reported that no matter what a Negro wants to do in life, he can do
it in the Scuth.

He cited the example of Ernest Collines, of Spartanburg, a

young colored man who operates a large funeral home, a taxi cab business, a
filling station, a grocery store, several public buses, a night club and a
large farm.
Improvement in the economic co1.dition of South Carolina Negroes is
~rked in the occupation of farming.
on the farm.

A large number of our Negroes live and work

About 61 per cent of all people employed in agriculture in this

State are colored.

Let us see how they are faring.

All our color~d farm operators begi:..ll 80 years ago as ei t h~:··· t.enants
or share-croppers.

Today, many of them ovm their farms, and many others are

- 6-

In 1945, the cersus showed 17,963 Negro farm owners in South

buying them.
Carolina.

Of all owners of farms, 31% were colored - - which is a high figure

when you consider that the proportion of colored in our total population is
now 42%.
Many colored farmers have paid for their farms by retiring longterm loanso

The farmers Home Administration informs me that 828 Negro0s have

/ made farm ownership loans throught this agency, and that in only a few cases are
they falling behind in their payments.

A total of 112 Negro farmers have already

paid off these loans after 10 years, although they had 40 years to run.

Inci-

dentally, it is interesting to observe that some Negro farm loans are now being
financed by the North Carolina Negro insurance company which I mentioned a moment ago.
The sucessful enterprise of one colored farmer right here in Sur: her
county is worthy of note.

Many of you probably know him.

money to buy the farm on which he had lived for
By 1945, he had a net worth of $15.,475.

In 1939 he borrowed

l4 years as a sharecropper~

He has purchased a tractor, has built

a home for one of his sons out of net cash income, his own family lives in an
attracti ~re house, and he has money in the bank to operate next yearo
The Farmers Home Administration has made 87 other such loans in
Sumter cou..11ty.

Of these, 14 have been paid in full, and 36 others are paying

their debt well ahead of schedule.
In 1930 there were only 20 Negro county agents~

Today t here are

62 -- 30 farm demonstration agents and 32 home demonstration aeentse

Practi-

cally all of these are graduates of our own State College at Orangeburgo
Tom Carnpbell, Southern field agent for the Negro Ex:tension Service,
said in his 1948 report:

nr

predict that an emancipation of a new kind is coming

very soon for the Negro farmer of the South.

He is learning how to diversify

his crops, to market his produce more advantageously, to raise livestock more
profitable, to improve and beautify his home, and most important of all, to
educate his children."
In 1948 we had 4,175 Negro :r.-,uths enrolled in our State vocat-ional
agricuJ.tural courses, with 115 different departments.

Fifteen years ago there

were only 2,322 colored agriculture stud?nts and 74 departmentso
-

r<
f

.,-,

.....
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In 1933 we had 1,388 colored farmers taking agricultural courses
offered Negro adultso

Today we have about 6,5000

As a result of the GI program,

we are also training 5,664 veterans in our on-tqe-fann program, with 569 teacherso
This means that South Carolina today has approximately 16,300 Negroes taking
training to make efficient and prosperous farmers, as compared with about 3,700

15 years agoo
Great success has attended our efforts to eliminate illiteracy in
Today we have 331 such classes, teaching

adult education classes for coloredo
approximately 5,000 men and womeno

The "three RVs" are taught, good citizenship

is emphasized, and a higher standard of living is upheld as the ultimate goalo
This teaching plan is a practical one, stressing letter-writing, newspaper reading, thrift and savings, and conservation of foodo

As part of the program, Negro

history vreek was celebrated last year in community meetings which attracted nearly 100,000 personso
Colored veterans in large numbers have enrolled in special classes,
organized in the public schools, to give them the kind of training they need and
wanto

In addition, Area Trade Schools have recently been established, which train

not only veterans but other young men and women over 17 years of age who desire
to learn skilled trades that will make them productive citizenso
The number of colored children completing hi~h school in this State
has increased remarkablyo

In 1933 , only 165 Negro students were graduatedo

1947, the total had grown to 2,1400

In

In 1933, there were only 8 standard accredited

Negro high schools in South Carolinae

Today there are 66, and we now have a

total of 165 hieh schools for colorede

The number of elementary schools now

totals 2,1320
There are four privately endowed senior colleges and three junior
colleges for Negroes in our Stateo

The State maintains a senior college, with a

graduate school and a recently established law schoolo

Total enrollment in these

insti tu ti ons in 1946 was more than 3, 000.
Each year our State Legislature appropriates a fund for scholarships for Negr::,es wishing t::, study medicine and pharmacy, administered under
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regulations of the Board of Trustees of the state Negro college .

The 1948

Legislature set aside $10~000 for these scholarships o
In elementary education steady progress i s be:i.ng attained.,

Our

nine-months' school term is now a permanent law, and the number of elementary
school days attended be the average pupil has increased from 113 in 1933 to about
170 today. We have reduced our one-teacher Negro schools from 1 1 212 in 19.33
to 842 today.
Other phases of Negro education show similar progress o Today bus
transportation is furnished for nearly 4,000 colored childrenp as compared with
only 87 transported in 19330
has doubledo

In tha~ period, the value of Negro school prop3rty

The number of school libraries increased from 209 to 597, and the

number of circulating library visits increased from 59 to 3630
Negro teacher salaries were equalized with those of white teachers
three years agoo

Certificates are based on training, experience, and exa..'nination.,

v-.rith equal state aid for those with equal qualificationso

Uogro teacheris salary in South Carolina was only $266.

In 1933 t,he average
Today, the average

colored elementar-J teacher receives $1~117 and the average colored high school
i-t·1.cher receives $1,6110

To understand the significance o:f these salaries ~ one

must compare the.u,. with the average per capita income of the State 9 white and
colored, which is only $778 a year o
In the field of health, we have come a long way within a short pericd o
The best illustration of this fact is in the reduction of the Negro mortality
rates in this State.

The latest available figures show that we had a Negro

death rate in 1946 of 9e3 per 1,000 populationo

It is the lowes t in the South 9

and it is lower than the rate of 16 per 1,000 for the New England States, and
lower than the rate of 14el per 1,000 in the 1'-iiddle Atlanti<'l St ateso
The colored infant death rate has also been strikingly reducedo

In

1946 infant deaths were 51 per 1,000. This was 10 points lower than the national
averageo

Our accomplishment becomes even more significant when you realize that

the Negro infant death rate for the UeS. in 1920 was 1.35.6~
A determined effort is

b·.i•., ..g
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made by our State Health Department to

...

..-~
bring about further reduction in infant deaths and improve the children's health~
by conducting pre-natal clinics and by visits fron the public health nurseso
Approximately 28,000 colored women attended the pre-natal clinics during 1947~
The majority of such mothers are being attended by midwives, and the State is
therefore carrying on an intensive training and certification program for its
approximately 1,500 midwiveso

This includes illiteracy training as part of the

adult education program of the Department of Educationc
Longevity among Negroes has increased tremendously.
"expectancy of life" for colored males was only about 32 yearso

In 1900 the
In 191.4 they

could expect to live an average of 55 years.
In South Carolina, and in the South as a whole, racial relations
have steadily improved.
conditions improve.

They will improve even more rapi.dly as our economic

The Southern Negro has become a home owner, a tax payer,

and a more dependable citizeno

He is rising by his ovrn worth, and he knows that

only in this way will his progress be sound and enduring.
It is my firm conviction, and I believe it is the conviction of the
vast majority of the people of this State, that our colored citizens can and
will achieve economic prosperity and a better life 1lllder our existing laws and
traditions.
pliehad..

While much progress has been made, much more remains to be accom-·

But the trend shmm by the facts which I have briefly revieimd indi-

c~ tes beyond doubt that the full job will be completed in the years which lie
just ahead.
It is my duty and determination as Go,rernor to see that : 2s citizens
of this State, our Negroes are given fair treatment; that their rights are protected;

that they can apply their legitimate trades or professions unmolested;

and that they have the chance to achieve the opportunities to whict their ability,
ambition, initiative, and energy entitle them.
Let us all recognize the fact that we qre faced with one of the
greatest sociological problems in the history of mankind.

It is not a matter

of prejudice, but one which has recurred from time to time throughout the history
of mankind.

The South's achievement in the solution of this problem has been

recognized by many leading A:1ericans.
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I recall especially the statement of the
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h te Sena tor 1.11111 en E. Borah, a g:ree t liberal. Bepobllcan, and . a p-ea t h:mw, n1-

tu:1an.

Bene tor Borah told the United Su,. tei, Se:ne. te in 19)8, tbs t • t.be Son t.henl

peop1e be.Te

t.be race problea and dee.It vi th 1 t vi th greater pe. ti enc e,

JDe t

great~ tolerance, gree.te.r intelligence, and greeter irncceee t.brul

tUJy people in

reoard9d. histor:r, dee11ng vitb a problem or ~1~1Jer nature.•

w,

t.ba t in' a !'ree America, race and

II ec tional

vork toi;ot.her to the end that v"

,.!:]a1]

~···

m tred

Let

~er

be Te no propc place.

Let

WJ

eliid.nate it as e...n obstacle to our mutuc..1

A bettor d..e7 iz, oordng !'er the &,ut.b.

It i• coning

90

rapidJy

t.het our ~dJiubnent. JIJU9t be Jtade v1 th our best care and att.~tior-.

lt \o'iD

oc::,o m,ro surely 1! there i• eontlm.iod g ('od vill bebleen t.he race•.

In elo1~, I vould like to read 115one

re11~ce,

!ron n letter vri t le!i

b]' ll v e ~ Jep-o educator from the l::uer rert o! our Stete, the principal

o!
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hl.B, ho ~ '
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educetion, a better
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.
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This Negro educator concludes:

11

The Negro has made more re,al pro-

gress in the South than in any other section of the country .. "
This is my belief, and I think it is yourso

###
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